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Product bulletin
Stryker’s DAWN Trial results contribute to updated acute ischemic stroke guidelines from the
American Heart Association and American Stroke Association
Kalamazoo, Michigan, USA – January 25, 2018 – Yesterday the American Heart Association and American
Stroke Association updated the ischemic stroke guidelines. The new recommendation expanded the
treatment window from six to 16 hours based on overwhelming clinical evidence from the Strykersponsored DAWN Trial and confirmed by DEFUSE 3. The guidelines state that it may be reasonable to treat
patients up to 24 hours after a stroke, based on the DAWN Trial criteria. The new guidelines mean that more
patients will be treated based on clinical presentation rather than a strict time cutoff alone. Currently, less
than one in 10 patients suffering from an ischemic stroke receives thrombectomy, a procedure to remove a
blood clot that causes stroke. The updated guidelines represent a major step in recognizing that more
patients should be eligible for treatment and has the potential to save lives and reduce patient disability.
“We are excited to see that the hard work and results from the DAWN Trial are being embraced by the AHA.
My colleagues and I are looking forward to the opportunity to improve the lives of more patients and their
families,” said Raul Nogueira, MD, co-primary investigator of the DAWN Trial and professor of Neurology,
Neurosurgery, and Radiology at Emory University.
The guidelines also reconfirmed that stent retrievers are the only devices proven to effectively treat
ischemic stroke with level 1A evidence and remain the first choice for neurointerventional treatment.
Mark Paul, president of Stryker’s Neurovascular division said, “Stryker is proud to partner with our
customers in leading the way in treatment of this devastating disease through clinical excellence and high
performing products like the Trevo XP Retriever.”

About the DAWN Trial
Sponsored by Stryker, the DAWN Trial was designed to evaluate functional outcomes at 90 days in stroke
patients treated with mechanical thrombectomy using the Trevo® Retriever plus medical management
compared to those receiving medical therapy alone. Patients were screened for inclusion in the trial if they
had a stroke that started within six to 24 hours, or a stroke with an unknown time of onset—a significantly
longer treatment window than the currently cleared thrombectomy indication.

About the Trevo Retriever
Stryker’s Trevo Retriever is a tiny stent-shaped medical device that is attached to a thin wire. In a minimally
invasive procedure that utilizes X-ray, the physician navigates the retriever from the femoral artery (located in
the upper leg) to the blocked blood artery in the brain. The retriever is designed to ensnare the blood clot and
remove it from the body. Originally cleared by the FDA in 2012 for the revascularization of patients
experiencing ischemic stroke, the Trevo Retriever has been used in thousands of patients worldwide. The
retriever’s indication within the DAWN Trial, for use in patients treated six to 24 hours after last seen well, is
currently under an Investigational Device Exemption (IDE) only and is currently pending 510k clearance. The
Trevo Retriever was the only mechanical thrombectomy device used in the DAWN Trial.
An animation and Important Safety Information of Stryker’s Trevo Retriever is available here:

https://youtu.be/PxcERzyI67I
About ischemic stroke
An ischemic stroke occurs when an artery in the brain becomes blocked by a blood clot or other substance
such as plaque, a fatty material. Blood vessels carry blood, oxygen and nutrients throughout the body and to
the brain. When the brain is deprived of blood and oxygen, it fails to work properly. Depending on the severity
of the stroke and the area of the brain affected, loss of brain function or death may occur. According to the
World Heart Federation, ischemic stroke contributes to 6 million deaths around the globe.1
About Stryker
Stryker is one of the world's leading medical technology companies and, together with its customers, is driven
to make healthcare better. The company offers innovative products and services in Orthopaedics, Medical and
Surgical, and Neurotechnology and Spine that help improve patient and hospital outcomes. More information
is available at www.stryker.com.
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